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SCOPE OF SOVIET ACTIVITY IN THE UNITED STATES 


TUESDAY, AUGUST 6, 1957 


Untrep Srares SENATE, 
SUBCOMMITTEE TO INVESTIGATE THE 
ADMINISTRATION OF THE INTERNAL Securrry Act 
AND OruerR INTERNAL Security Laws, 
OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 
Washington, D. C. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to call, at 10:10 a. m., in room 155, 
Senate Office Building, Senator Roman L. Hruska presiding. 

Also present: Robert Morris, chief counsel; Benjamin Mandel, re- 
search director; and F. W. Schroeder, chief investigator. 

Senator Hruska. The committee will come to order. 

Mr. Morris. Senator, on July 23, Mr. William Wallace testified that 
he had been a Communist and had been a member of the Singer Sew- 
ing Machine Club in the Communist Party. He proceeded to tell us 
generally how the Communist plan of ac tion was to infiltrate the main 
AFL-CiO unions. In the process, they expected there would be 
certain casualties among the leadership of these Communist-controlled 
unions, but they felt if they could make an infiltration into AFL- 
C1O, these casualties would be worth that. 

In the testimony, Mr. Wallace mentioned Mr. Louis Schumann as a 
member of the Singer Sewing Machine Club of the Communist Party. 
We have tried to give anybody whose name was mentioned in the 
public record an opportunity to answer, particularly when he can add 
to the record of the subcommittee. 

In Mr. Louis Schumann, we have a witness who has not only been 
responsive to the staff in executive session, but by letting him testify 
today I think we can give him an opportunity to put the situation in 
perspective as we know it today. 

Will you come forward, Mr. Schumann? 

Chairman Hruska. Will you be sworn, sir? 

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you are about to give will 
be the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth, so help you 
God? 

Mr. Scuumann, I do. 


TESTIMONY OF LOUIS SCHUMANN, LINDEN, N. J. 


Mr. Morris. Will you spell your name and address for the reporter, 
please ? 

Mr. Scuumann. Louis Schumann, S-c-h-u-m-a-n-n. 

Mr. Morris. Where do you reside ? 

Mr. Scuumann. 710 Chandler Avenue, Linden, N. J. 

Mr. Morris. What is your business or profession ? 
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Mr. Scuumann. I am a bench worker in the Singer Manufacturing 
Co, 

Mr. Morris. Where were you born, Mr. Schumann ? 

Mr. Scuumann. In Elizabeth, N. J. 

Mr. Morris. How long have you been working at the Singer Sew- 
ing Machine Co. ? 

Mr.Scuumann. Approximately 21 years. 

Mr. Morris. Now, the Singer Sewing Machine Co. was organized in 
1949 by the VDERMW,, was it not? 

Mr. ScuumMann. No; I believe it was organized in 1948 or 1944. 

Mr. Morris. In 1949, when the strike took place, it was the 
UERMW ? 

Mr. ScuumMann. That is right. 

Mr. Morris. That is not the situation now, is it ? 

Mr. Scuumann. That is right. 

Mr. Morris. What is the organization now ? 

Mr. Scpumann. LUE. 

Mr. Morris. That isan AFL-CIO union ? 

Mr. ScuuMann. That is right. 

Mr. Morris. How many members are in that local, do you know ¢ 

Mr. ScuuMaAnn. I would say approximately 5,000. 

Mr. Morris. Now, Mr. Wallace told the subcommittee that he and 
you worked together in a Singer Sewing Machine club of the Commu- 
nist Party during that period. 

Mr. Scuumann. There was such a club. 

Mr. Morris. Were you a member of that club ? 

Mr. ScuuMann. I was. 

Mr. Morris. Will you tell us roughly when you joined the Commu- 
nist Party ? 

Mr. Scuumann. I would say I was approached by Anthony Rodri- 
gues in the latter part of 1948. 

Mr. Morris. Would you spell Mr. Rodrigues’ name ! 

Mr. ScuuMann. R-o-d-r-i-g-ues 

Mr. Morris. He was a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. ScHuMANN. Yes; he was. 

Mr. Morris. He asked you to join in 1948? 

Mr. Scuumann. That isright. 

Mr. Morris. Did you join? 

Mr. Scuumann. I did. 

Mr. Morris. How long did you remain in the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Scuumann. I remained actively until approximately July 1949 

Mr. Morris. What happened in July 1949? 

Mr. Scuumann. Our local met and decided that, for the benefit of 
the members, our officers should sign Taft-Hartley affidavits. 

Mr. Morris. Who attended this meeting, and who made that 
decision ? 

Mr. Scoumann. Well, it was made by the officers and the executive 
board of the local then in office. 

Mr. Morris. I see. 

Who were the leading officers? 

Mr. Scuumann. The leading officers were myself as business agent, 
Robert Brennan as president, and other people of the executive board. 

Mr. Morris. Who made the decision that you should resign from 
the Communist Party ? 
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Mr. Scnumann. Speaking for myself, I made the decision after I 
read the terms on the affidavit. 

Mr. Morris. After you effected this resignation from the Communist 
Party in July of 1949, did you remain friendly and cooperative with 
the Communists? 

Mr. ScuuMaAnn. With some of them; yes. 

Mr. Morris. Did you attend the Communist meetings? 

Mr. Scuumann. I couldn’t accurate ‘ly state whether they were Com- 
munist meetings or not. It may have been a meeting concerning 
strictly trade-union policies of the shop, but known Communists were 
present. 

Mr. Morris. How would you describe your relationship with the 
Communists in the period immedi itely following July of 1949? 

Mr. Scuumann. I would say I was cooperating to an extent in 
matters that I felt would aid the people at the shop. 


Mr. Morris. However, you had technic ‘ally resigned from the Com 
munist Party ? 


Mr.ScuumMann. That is correct. 
Mr. Morris. You had—when did you have another break with the 
Communists, and by that I mean an ideological difference with them ? 


Mr. Scuumann. I would say the complete and final break came in 
1952. 

Mr. Morris. How did you account for that break ? 

Mr. Scuumann. I feel that I didn’t go along with their policies. I 


felt I had made a fool of myself, and this was the time to make sure 
that I severed all connections. 

Mr. Morris. So you severed all connections with the Communists in 
1952? 

Mr. Scuumann. That is right. 

Mr. Morris. For instance, did you go to the FBI and mention to 
them the identity of people you knew to be Communists 

Mr. Scuumann. Yes; I have given a complete statement of my 
activities and everybody I was concerned with to the FBI. 

Mr. Morris. When was that ? 

Mr. ScuumMann. Early this year 

Mr. Morris. 1957? 

Mr. Scuumann. That is right. 

Mr. Morris. Senator Hruska, we have gone over the problems of 
what names to put in the record. Mr. Wallace has put many of them 
in. He was careful to put in only the names of those he thought to be 
leaders of the group. One of them was Mr. Schumann here. 

Now, we have gone through the names with Mr. Schumann and I 
will ask him now, “if you will agree to this, Senator—if you will recall, 
I mentioned it to you—that we feel we should only put the important 
leaders of the groups into the record and not the names of those who 
were in the Communist Party for a short time, who may have been 
led astray by the Communists. 

Senator Hruska. That is fair. We will proceed along that line, 
if you will, Mr. Schumann. 

Mr. Morris. Who were the members of the Communist Party in the 
Singer Sewing Machine Club in the period you were active, Mr. 
Schumann ? 

Mr. Scuumann. Anthony Rodrigues. 
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Mr. Morris. He is the man you mentioned before ? 

Mr. ScouMANN. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. Where is he now, do you know ¢ 

Mr. Scuumann. I think he is working privately, Iam not sure. I 
think he is connected with a private firm. 

Mr. Morris. He was a member of the Singer Sewing Machine Club ? 

Mr. Scoumann. He was, to my knowledge, the only one before I 
was approached. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Wallace said there were nine members of the club 
at the time he was a member. 

Mr. Scoumann. There was Robert Brennan. 

Mr. Morris. How many were there, roughly, to your knowledge? 

Mr. Scuumann. Actively working in the plant, to my knowledge, 
there were 9 or 10. 

Mr. Morris. So it would coincide roughly with his recollection ? 

Mr. Scuumann. That is right. 

I am leaving out the ones that I felt were involved for 1 meeting or 2. 

Mr. Morris. You mean there are 9 or 10 important ones, and others 
who were identified with the Communist Party for shorter periods of 
time, and you are not including them in the 9 or 10? ? 

Mr. ScuuMann. That is right. 

Mr. Morris. Senator Hruska, would our record be in good shape if 
we left it that way ? 

Senator Hruska. Are there others you would care to name as having 
been associated with the Communist Party in a known fashion ? 

Mr. ScuouMann. Well, there are others that I shall name that were 
active, but did not work at the Singer plant. They were outsiders. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Schumann says he will give us these names in 
executive session if we want them, those that were only with the Com- 
munist Party, to his knowledge, for a short time. 

Senator Hruska. You may proceed along that line. 

Mr. Scuumann. The last name I gave was Robert Brennan. He 
was president of the shop local. 

Mr. Morris. And he was a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. ScouMann. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. What is he doing now, do you know ? 

Mr. ScouMANN. He is working at the plant. 

Mr. Morris. He is no longer president ? 

Mr. Scuumann. No, he is not. 

There was Norval Butterfield. 

Mr. Morris. What is he doing now ? 

Mr. Scuumann. I don’t know. He is not at the plant any more. 

Mr. Morris. Not at the plant? 

Mr. Scuumann. There was Anthony Cascone, C-a-s-c-o-n-e. 

Mr. Morris. Where is he now ? 

Mr. Scoumann. I have no knowledge. He is not in the plant. 

There was Walter Poleschuk. 

Mr. Morris. We know Walter Poleschuk. He testified last week 
or, rather, refused to testify. 

Mr. Scpumann. William Wallace you know. 


‘The subcommittee has received an affidavit from Archibald H. Payne III to the effect 
that, while he was employed at the Singer plant, he attended Communist meetings but 
withdrew after an association of about a year. 
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There was Myrtle Schoen. 

Mr. Morris. How do you spell that ? 

Mr. ScuuMANN. S-c-h-o-e-n, I believe. 

Mr. Morris. Is that Myrtle, M-y-r-t-l-e, a woman ? 

Mr. ScouMANN. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. Where is she now ¢ 

Mr. Schumann. Working in the plant. 

Mr. Morris. What is she doing now ? 

Mr. Scuumann. I think she isaclerk; I am not sure. 

Mr. Morris. Does she hold any office in the union ? 

Mr. Scnumann. Not tomy knowledge. 

There was Al Lipari, L-i-p-a-r-i. 

Mr. Morris. In connection with the last-mentioned name, I would 
like the record to show that he has expressed a willingness to testify, 
if you want his testimony, Senator. 

Mr. Scuumann. To my knowledge, Mr. Lipari was only at 1 or 
meetings, and he was used mainly as a fund source. When +i 
wanted to get a few dollars, I think they used Mr. Lipari. 

Senator Hruska. What was his occupation / 

Mr. ScouMANN. Carpenter. 

Senator Hruska. In the plant ? 

Mr. ScuHuMann. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Morris. Who were some of the leaders outside the plant who 
exercised an influence on those inside the plant who were Communist 
Party members ¢ 

Mr. Scuumann. The ones that were recruited at the same time | 
was were a girl working in the local office at that time, Helen Ciurezak. 

Mr. Morris. Would you spell that, please ? 

Mr. ScnuMANnNn. C-i-u-r-c-z-a-k. 

Mr. Morris. Where is she now, do you know ? 

Mr. Scoumann. I have no knowledge. 

Mr. Morris. Anybody else ? 

Mr. Scuumann. Walter Barry. 

Mr. Morris. What was his position ? 

Mr. Scuumann. Walter Barry was an international representative 
of the UE, assigned to the local by the national office, and worked 
very closely with myself and other officers from the time I became 
interested in the movement. 

Mr. Morris. Was he, to your knowledge, a Communist ? 

Mr. Scuumann. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. You met him under circumstances that would indicate 
to you that he was a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Scuumann. Yes. 

Mr. Morris. Where is he now ? 

Mr. Scuumann. I don’t know. 

Mr. Morris. Who are some of the other members? 

Mr. Scuumann. Archer Cole. 

Mr. Morris. Where is he now ? 

Mr. Scnuman. I believe he is working for a local union. 

Mr. Morris. Senator, it is our information that Archer Cole has 
been under subpena now by the subcommittee for 2 weeks, or since Mr. 
Wallace’s testimony. He is now an official—is he an official, Mr. 
Schumann ¢ 

93215—57—pt. 782 
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Mr. ScoumMann. I am not sure. I know he works for the union. 

Mr. Morris. He works for local 485 of the LUE. 

Have you seen Archer Cole recently ? 

Mr. Scuumann. I have seen him, I would say, approximately 2 
weeks ago, after he received his original subpena. 

Mr. Morris. What happened when you saw him! 

Mr. Scuumann. I hadn’t seen him in 2 or 3 years. He came to my 
home, which happens to be a short distance from his. He wanted to 
know if I wanted to meet with him on the problem of getting legal 
advice. 

Mr. Morris. Was he offering to get legal assistance for you? 

Mr. ScuuMann. No, because before he really got into the subject, 1 
stated to him that it was my intention, if I were subpen: ved, to answer 
all questions. I felt that I had better advise him of that fact before 
he disclosed his intentions to the committee. 

Mr. Morris. What happened when you told him that ? 

Mr. ScoumMann. He indicated he didn’t = it was the best thing 
to do. But I said my mind was made up. I did not indicate to him 
at that time that I had previously notified the FBI. 

Mr. Morris. Senator, this testimony is a bit unusual inasmuch as 
Archer Cole has been calling in here regularly, giving reasons why he 
cannot testify. The reason each time has been that he is not able to 
obtain counsel. Apparently, then, he was willing to advise Mr. 
Schumann how to obtain counsel. 

Mr. Scoumann. He stated to me that the person he did want to 
secure as counsel was on vacation, or something. I have no way of 
knowing whether that is correct or not. 

Senator Hruska. Did he give you the name of the person / 

Mr. ScuumMann. Yes, I believe he stated Mr. Stavis. 

Mr. Morris. Are there any other people outside ? 

Mr. Scuumann. Yes, Sid White, who worked at the local as a pub- 
licity man. I believe he is located in New York now. 

And Martha Stone. 

Mr. Morris. Who was Martha Stone? 

Mr. Scuumann. I found out later that she was a big wheel in the 
party. | didn’t know her exact title, but she was a higher up in the 
Communist Party. 

Mr. Morris. Did you know Sylvia Cohen at all ? 

Mr. Scuumann. I knew her in connection with union work, but 
not otherwise. 

Mr. Morris. Senator, Sylvia Cohen was identified by Mr. Wallace 
as a member of the Communist Party. We have ascertained that she 
is working as a clerk in - office of district 4, IVE, AFL-CIO, at 21 
Fulton Street, Newark, N 

Archer Cole we would ike to get in here, along with other members 
of the Communist Party who have not been able to obtain counsel. 

Altogether we have 16 officials, not rank and file people, but people 
who are working as officials of the TUE who have been identified as 
Communists in our record, both open and executive. 

Almost without exception they take the position they cannot come 
in because they cannot obtain counsel. 

Mr. Carey, who is the head of the TUE, has been outspoken in his 
opposition to Communists, Senator, and if you think it is advisable, 
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we might ask him to assist us in getting these people to testify in order 
to clear up the record. 

Senator Hruska. Are subpenas outstanding on them ? 

Mr. Morris. On most of them. We have subpenas outstanding on 
Clifton Cameron, business manager of local 485 

We have a subpena outstanding on Archer Cole. 

There has been a subpena issued for James Mcleish. He is 
official in New Jersey. 

Altogether, there are 6 officials in Brooklyn, 2 in White Plains, 
2 from Jersey City, 1 from Newark, 1 from West Orange, 1 from 
Sterling, N. J., and—those are the ones about whom we have evi- 
dence of Communist Party membership. 

These, for the most part, are people who were in another union 
which has been dismissed by the AFL-CIO as Communist-controlled. 
Some of the locals have been absorbed into the LUE, which is a large 
AFL-CIO union. 

Now, you will find that at least six of them are now holding offices 
of some kind, some of them rather important offices. 

Senator Hruska. In what locals? 

Mr. Morris. I can go through them. 

Senator Hruska. Without reference to individuals, what locals? 

Mr. Morris. We have 2 people identified with local 485; we have 
1 in local 475, 1 in local 431, 1 in local 486, 1 in local 301, 1 in local 1227. 
We have several in district 4. That is the district of the IU EK, and one 
in local 451—I am not sure of 451. 

Senator Hruska. The committee would be interested in getting in- 
formation about activity in those locals, and former activities in 
which members of them may have been engaged. With that thought 
in mind, I would like to ask you, Mr. Schumann, what were the activi- 
ties of this Singer Club to which you referred ? 

Mr. ScHumann. Officially, I believe the activities were mainly 
concerned with the actual trade-union aspects of the Singer plant 
That is mainly what I was interested in. But eventually I believe 
they attempted to promote certain ideas and objectives that some of 
us did not see eye to eye with. 

Senator Hruska. When you say “they,” to whom do you refer? 

Mr. Scuumann. I would state they would be mainly people such 
as Mr. Rodrigues, Mr. Barry, Mr. Cole, Mr. Poleschuk. 

Senator Hruska. What are some of these ideas, so we can get some 
idea on our part of the things to which you objected ? 

Mr. ScuumMann. I believe there was a very conscious effort at all 
times to promote a feeling that they must do something to bring the 
Negro leadership in the shop forward. 

Now, our shop has quite a few Negroes. There are very outstand- 
ing people employed there. But there was a conscious effort to at- 
tempt to get people of the Negro race involved, for what actual pur- 
poses I don’t know. But there was alw: ays a conscious effort to try 
to become friendly with the Negro people. 

Senator Hruska. Is there anything else they did that you did not 
like? 

Mr. Scnumann. Well, for example, if they had an opinion of how 
a certain project in the plant should be handled, and you disagreed 
with them, there was a very strenuous objection on their part. 
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In fact, you might wind up in an argument for hours, until you 
either gave up and felt, well, let it go that way, or else they brought 
it up later on. 

Senator Hruska. Now, what activity was there, or what discussion 
was there about the way the strike was handled ¢ 

Mr. Scuumann. Well, there were some discussions by the party 
group of the issues of the strike. It is very possible that some of those 
meetings held prior to the strike could lead to different conclusions. 

Myself, I was strictly interested in the trade-union aspects of the 
shop. I felt that that was the correct discussions we were holding. 
But it is very possible that other people, maybe, were being groomed 
for a higher position in the party, or maybe were in favor with some 
of the officials of the party, and would get a different interpretation 
of the meetings I attended. 

Senator Hruska. What specific things about the strike were dis- 
cussed in the Singer Club? 

Mr. ScoumMann. Well, discussions of how to raise money and how 
to keep the people from disintegrating, more or less, maintaining 
picket lines—the normal things of any strike that could be looked at 
from two sides, whether it was a party function or a trade-union 
function. 

It is very hard to draw this line, because the party can adopt many 
things that are favorable to a working force. If it suits their means, 
adopted for theirown. If not, why—— 

Senator Hruska. What discussions were there of the Communist 
line, so called? Was there any conscious effort to indoctrinate the 
members of the club or any of the union members about the Communist 
line as such ? 

Mr. Scuumann. I think there was, because I know in the early 
stages I was sent to a supposed school, or something of that nature. 

Mr. Morris. What school was that ? 

Mr. ScuumMann. It was not a school officially; it was held in a pri- 
vate home. 

Mr. Morrts. Will you tell us about that? We are very interested, 
are we not, Senator ¢ 

Senator Hruska. Yes. 

Mr. ScuvumMann. I went toa home in Elizabeth with Helen Ciurezak, 
myself, and an organizer for the Communist Party, Mr. Robert Ensel. 

Mr. Morris. Ensel ? 

Mr. Scuumann. E-n-s-e-l. 

Mr. Morris. Whose home was that ? 

Mr. Scuumann. I don’t know. It was a long time ago. I only 
went a few times. It was a private home. 

Mr. Morris. You had some kind of indoctrination ; is that right ? 

Mr. Scuumann. They had books and things. They wanted you to 
read the books and come back for a few weeks and discuss it. I, for 
one, felt I couldn’t understand half the books, so I didn’t bother much 
with it. 

Senator Hruska. What were these books about? 

Mr. Scuoumann. I think they were the history of the Communist 
Party, and things of that nature. They wanted you to read the whole 
background of it. But I couldn’t understand it thoroughly, and I 
didn’t have the stomach for it. 
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Senator Hruska. How often were meetings of the Singer Club 
held? 

Mr. ScuumMann. I would say an average of at least once a month, 
maybe a little sooner. 

Senator Hruska. Did they also meet in different residences ¢ 

Mr. Scuumann. They did. 

Senator Hruska. Getting back to the strike business, did they dis- 
cuss the techniques of the strike, any slowdown, or agitation that was 
to be generated? The picketing? Did they deal with any of those 
things ? 

Mr. Schumann. There were discussions of the general conduct of 
the strike. Again, I repeat that I felt many of these issues were 
strictly trade-union issues. Whether there was then a separate meet- 
ing where further details were outlined, I don’t know. It is possible 
that maybe somebody like Wallace could get a deeper understanding 
of this. I think he was being led more into the political line of it 
than myself, who was interested in the trade-union aspects. 

Senator Hruska. Were you a business agent of the union local ¢ 

Mr. ScouMann. I was. 

Senator Hruska. What were your duties as such ? 

Mr. ScuumAnn. My duties were to run the office of the local and 
aid in the settling of disputes and disagreements. 

Senator Hruska. What local was that? 

Mr. Scuumann. 401, UE. 

Senator Hruska. Did you continue after it was changed from the 
UE to—what was it? 

Mr. Scuumann. IUE. 

Senator Hruska. Did you continue as business agent for the local 
then ? 

Mr. Scuumann. No; I didnot. When we were defeated in an elec- 
tion, I went back to work. I had a leave of absence from the plant. 
I went back to work in my regular occupation. 

Senator Hruska. When you say “we,” you mean the UE local? 

Mr. Scuumann. That is right. 

Senator Hruska. Of what local did you become a member then ? 

Mr. Scuumann. I eventually became a member of local 461, TUE. 

Senator Hruska. Is that where you are now ? 

Mr. Scuoumann. Yes. 

Senator Hruska. You were about to say something else ? 

Mr. ScuuMann. Well, it slipped my mind. 

Mr. Morris. Did you meet with Martha Stone at all ? 

Mr. Scuumann. I met her a few times. 

Mr. Morris. Did she give you instructions what to do? 

Mr. Schumann. Well, she discussed various things. I can’t pin 
them at the moment, because I am trying to go back pretty far. 

Mr. Morris. Did you meet with W alter Barr y and James McLeish ? 

Mr. Scuumann. Not Mr. McLeish. I met Mr. McLeish many 
times as president of district 4, but I didn’t meet him any other 
way. 

Senator Hruska. Did you meet with Sid White? 

Mr. Scuumann. Yes; my work and Mr. White’s threw us con- 
stantly together. ; 

Senator Hruska. What was the nature of his work ? 








4550 SCOPE OF SOVIET ACTIVITY IN THE UNITED STATES 


Mr. ScuumMann. He was employed by our union as a publicity man. 

Senator Hruska. Was he one of those whom you knew as a 
Communist ? 

Mr. Scoumann. That is right. 

Senator Hruska. Did he profess to be; did he say he was? 

Mr. ScuuMann. He attended meetings with me. 

Senator Hruska. Meetings held exclusively by Communist Party 
members ¢ 

Mr. ScuumMann. That is right. That was prior to the strike. 

Senator Hruska. What kind of publicity did he engage in‘ 

Mr. Scuumann. The normal publicity engaged in by locals 
monthly newspapers, and books and publications put out through the 
plant at large. 

Senator Hruska. Do you know where he is now, at this time? 

Mr. Scuumann. I believe he is employed in New York City, sir. 

Senator Hruska. In what capacity, or kind of business is he in / 

Mr. Scuumann. I don’t know. 

Senator Hruska. Do you know where he lives? 

Mr. Scuoumann. In New York City. 

Senator Hruska. You spoke of having withdrawn from this type of 
activity in July 1949, and it was the decision of the officers of the union 
that you decided to sign these affidavits. What kind of affidavits were 
they ¢ 

Mr. Scnumann. Taft-Hartley. 

Senator Hruska. Was there any discussion with regard to these ? 
Mr. Scuumann. There were a couple of lengthy discussions; yes, 
sir. 

Senator Hruska. Was there much violent disagreement in the rank 
and file? 

Mr. Scoumann. There were normal, regular arguments about it. 

Senator Hrusxa. Did some resist it / 

Mr. Scnoumann. There was some resistance, but I felt the people 
that actually resisted it did soon anormal stand. I don’t think there 
was an ulterior motive. 

Senator Hruska. Was this brought formally to the attention of the 
members of the union ¢ 

Mr. Scoumann. I don’t recall whether it was brought formally, or 
we signed it, and then had the membership sign them. I know that 
that material is mostly all a matter of public record from the local 
press. 

Senator Hruska. Is there anything further of this witness, Judge 
Morris ¢ 

Mr. Morris. No, Senator. But I would like the record to show that 
we are most appreciative of Mr. Schumann’s testimony here today. 
It is extremely difficult for us to get responsive witnesses such as Mr. 
Schumann. When we do, Senator, I would like the record cle: arly to 
show that he should be commended for his frank, direct, and candid 
testimony, which is so very helpful. 

Senator Hruska. Let the record show that those are the sentiments 
of this subcommittee, and also of the chairman. 

Thank you again for coming, Mr. Se humann. 

Mr. Scuumann. Thank you, sir. I would like to say that it is most 
helpful to have this forum to get something off my chest. 
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Mr. Morris. That testimony from Mr. Schumann is further cor 


roboration of testimony that Mr. Wallace has given us. Almost 
every witness we have called so far since this testimony has in various 


ways corroborated his testimony. 

Senator, Mr. Trueba, president of the local, is here. He would 
like to make a few remarks for the record. He would like to make 
the record clear on the local’s position. 

Senator Hruska. Will you be sworn, Mr. Trueba ? 

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you will give will 
the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you 
God ? 

Mr. Truesa. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF SAMUEL TRUEBA, ROSELLE, N. J. 
Mr. Morris. Will you be seated, Mr. 'Trueba ? 


Give your name and address to the reporter, please 

Mr. Trurpa, Samuel D. Trueba. 

Mr. Morris. Where do you reside ? 

Mr. Truesa. 225 Linden Road, Roselle. 

Mr. Morris. What is your business ? 

Mr. Truesa. I am at the present time president of local 461, LUE. 

Mr. Morris. How long have you been president of 461 / 

Mr. Truss. For the last 6 years, and a year prior to that, business 
agent. 

Mr. Morris. That is 1951? 

Mr. Trursa. Yes. 

Mr. Morrts. And the year before that you were the business agent 

Mr. Trugpa. May I relate it in this way ? 

We had a labor board election between the UE, and IUE and 
an independent union in September of 1950. The IUE won out, and 
when we had our elections in January of the next year, I was elected 
business agent of the 461 local. 

Mr. Morris. Now, Mr. Trueba, we have had testimony again this 
morning that certain people working at the Singer Sewing Machine 
plant, some of whom have been officials of the union that preceded 
you have in fact been members of the Communist Party. I under- 
stand you would like to tell the subcommitte the attitude of your 
local now toward people who are members of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Truesa. Well, I might start by saying briefly that as I : said 
during the election in 1950, or prior to the election, we had had a 
rank-and-file group in the plant In previous years who were opposed 
to the UE, eat on a national basis, as being Communist-dom- 
inated. That fight had always been carried on in the shop in previous 
years. They had not won any officer elections. 

The final break came right after the strike, when it terminated 
November—October 19, rather. 

Senator Hruska. Of what year ? 

Mr. Trurpa. In 1949, 

Subsequently, or right around that time, the UE was expelled from 
the CIO for being Communist-dominated. 

Right after that, we started campa'gning for the local to go back 
into the CIO. We did not want to belong to the UE. We wanted to 








4552 SCOPE OF SOVIET ACTIVITY IN THE UNITED STATES 


belong to organized labor. The subsequent election was the result of 
campaigning where we finally won the local. The new officers were 
installed. 

Over the years since then, we have followed a line of combating 
the UE on a Communist level. We intend to do so in the future as 
far as we can. 

I may point out that in May of 1955, before the House Un-Ameri 
can Activities Committee hearings, Mr. Poleschuk took the fifth 
amendment. At that time, even though at an executive board hear- 
ing I had instructed him to testify on behalf of his obligations to 
the Singer workers, he took the fifth, and we subsequently removed 
him from any office of the local for a period of 3 years, at which time 
we would again review his position. 

Mr. Morris. Is that the general policy of the local ? 

Mr. Truepa. That is right. I felt that any officer that would not 
testify was not doing his job as an officer, or as a steward of the local. 
I felt it puts the onus on the Singer workers. 

The overwhelming majority of Singer workers are good, decent 
Americans, and will have no truck with the followers of the party. 

Subsequently, as I said, we removed him. That was the reason I 
asked the committee for a chance to appear the other day. I felt 
that the names of those who have been identified as party members 
should come out. I think that our people are entitled to know them 
as they will now. 

Secondly, I have spoken, incidentally, to Mr. Lipari, as union 
president. He has told me if he is summoned he will testify to any- 
thing that he knows. We will be glad to tell you. 

On the basis of Mr. Lipari and Mr. Schumann, I think I speak 
for the membership, especially with regard to Mr. Schumann, that I 
commend his coming before the committee. It is not an easy thing. 

sut I think the union will also commend him for it. 

Mr. Morris. In so doing, he clears the reputation of the union and 
the others who are not Communists. 

Mr. Truesa. That is right. 

Mr. Morris. So you know exactly who the Communists are and 
something will be done about it. 

Mr. Trursa. That is right. 

Mr. Morris. How about Myrtle Schoen? She is still in the plant? 

Mr. Truepa. Yes, but she does not hold any office in the union. 

Mr. Morris. If she does, you will take some action ? 

Mr. Trursa. Definitely, unless she is to appear before the com- 
mittee. I would like to have it in the secdind: that I hope the com- 
mittee does, as you pointed out, give these people the opportunity to 
— to clear themselves, or state whatever position they take. 

Senator Hruska. That is our regular policy. They will be afforded 
the chance, if they want to take it. We shall encourage them to do it. 
Is the UE still active in competing with you for jurisdiction there? 

Mr. Truesa. The UE is virtually wiped out in our district, which is 
northern New Jersey and New York. I believe there is one shop in 
Jersey City, but it is practically extinct. 

Senator Hruska. But they have not worked with you in recent 
years in regard to your jurisdiction ? 

Mr. Trursa. No; they haven't. 
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Mr. Morris. What is the practice of those people who have been 
identified as Communists, who have been leaders of the UE, but whose 
locals and districts have been absorbed by the LUE / 

Mr. Truepa. Our international constitution prescribes that no one 
can be an officer who is a Communist or Fascist or follows the Com 
munist line. I think the international’s position would also be that 
anyone who would appear here and take the fifth amendment as an 
officer or representative of the international would be discharged. 

Senator Hruska. You say the UE had been fading out. Has that 
been a gradual practice in the last 6 or 7 years? 

Mr. Trurpa. Yes; it has. 

Senator Hruska. You mentioned one shop still existing. Where is 
that? 

Mr. Truesa. I am not sure. I think it was in Jersey City, in one 
of the Westinghouse plants. 

Senator Hruska. Is it a large local ? 

Mr. Trurpa. No, and the company is in the process of moving the 
plant to Dover. 

Senator Hruska. Would that have the effect of wiping out that 
particular local ? 

Mr. Truepsa. I think it will. 

Senator Hruska. There are no UE locals in Dover? 

Mr. Truesa. No. 

Mr. Morris. I might point out that that does not solve the situa- 
tion as far as the subcommittee is concerned. We have the testimony 
of Mr. Wallace and other witnesses, together with Communist Party 
directives, that Communists in the UE have been ordered to get into 
the main part of the AFL-CIO, even at the risk of losing some of 
their leaders. 

Senator Hruska. Some of the testimony before this committee in- 
dicates that they have been successful in penetrating those ranks. 
The committee is well aware of that. However, having rid the body 
politic of the union of trade unions dominated at one time by the 
Communist Party line, that is an achievement in itself. I think we 
should pay some tribute to those loyal and patriotic people of your 
local, Mr. Trueba, and of the international, which I would like to 
recognize. 

As a committee, we want to recognize the good things and not have 
to get into those things that are not so good. 

Mr. Morris. We would like to thank Mr. Trueba for coming forward 
here today. 

Mr. Trursa. May I add one more thing? I know that the basic 
member in the local—it is my feeling that, in the 1949 strike, he was 
supporting it on a trade- union basis. We have had various strikes 
of various kinds, I have conducted them. It is a matter of negotia- 
tion. It is my own thinking that the member in the shop was sup- 
porting these strikes on a trade-union basis. Of course, in the light 
of the testimony of Mr. Wallace, I can see now that they were tied 
together. We had a trade-union issue and the Communist Party was 
using it to further their own ends in the union shop. 

ho e that the evil, which I think caused it all—sometimes I think 
the lack of interest on the part of the members, as Monsignor Heim 
bach—incidentally, he has been very helpful to us—the lack of interest 
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and enthusiasm on the part of the members has made it easy for this 
situation to exist. If the rank-and-file member paid a little more 
attention to the situation around him, I think the problem would be 
much smaller in taking care of the Communist element that may try 
to put their ideas across. 

Senator Hruska. Is there anything further, Judge Morris? 

Mr. Morris. No. I will give you a report as to what officials of the 
IUE can be here on Thursday. 

Senator Hruska. The meeting is adjourned. 

(Whereupon, at 10:55 a. m., the hearing adjourned.) 
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THURSDAY, AUGUST 8, 1957 


Unirep Srares Senate, 
SUBCOMMITTEE TO INVESTIGATE THE 
ADMINISTRATION OF THE INTERNAL Securiry Acr 
AND OrHerR INTERNAL Securrry Laws, 
OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 
Washington, D.C. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to call, at 10:15 a. m., in room 424, 
Senate Office Building, Senator Roman L. Hruska presiding. 

Also present: Robert Morris, chief counsel; Benjamin Mandel, re 
search director; and F. W. Schroeder, chief investigator. 

Senator Hruska. Very well; the committee will come to order. 

Judge Morris, who is the first witness ? 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Cole, would you take the stand ? 

Mr. Chairman, this is a continuation of the hearings the subcom- 
mittee has been holding on the Communist penetration into the main- 
stream of American labor. 

Senator Hruska. The witness having been sworn, you may proceed 
with your questions. 


TESTIMONY OF ARCHER COLE, ROSELLE, N. J. 


Mr. Morris. Will you give your full name and address to the re- 
porter ¢ 

Mr. Corte. Archer Cole, 814 Chestnut Street, Roselle, N. J. 

Mr. Morris. And what is your business or profession, Mr. Cole? 

Mr. Cork. Iam an organizer for local 485, LUE. 

Mr. Morris. How long have you been an organizer for local 485 
of the IUE? 

Mr. Corx. Four months. 

Mr. Morris. Four months? 

Mr. Coreg. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Morris. I see. Now, how long have you been with the IUE? 

Mr. Cour. Since May 1956. 

Mr. Morris. What did you do between May 1956 and 4 months ago? 

Mr. Core. I was an international field representative for the IUE. 

Mr. Morris. Where did you work? 

Mr. Cox. I worked in the New York-Newark area. 

Mr. Morrts. Have you ever worked in Phillipsburg, N. J.? 

Mr. Corr. Phillipsburg, N. J.? Yes; I did, in 1954 and 1955. 

Mr. Morris. You were not with the [UE at that time? 

Mr. Corx. I did work with the TUE in Phillipsburg in 1956. 

Mr. Morris. Where were you born, Mr. Cole ! 
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Mr. Core. In New York City. 

Mr. Morris. And when did you first become active in the trade-union 
movement ? 

Mr. Coxe. I guess it was around 1938, when I worked for Western 
Union. 

Mr. Morris. What union were you associated with at that time ? 

Mr. Cote. The CIO union, American Communications Association. 

Mr. Morris. When did you leave the ACA ? 

Mr. Cote. At the time that I left the job. 

Mr. Morris. When was that ? 

Mr. Corr. Around 1940. 

Mr. Morris. Now, Mr. Cole, three witnesses have told the subcom- 
mittee that you have been active in the Communist Party. 

Do you know a man named William Wallace? 

Mr. Coxe. I know he testified here concerning the Singer strike-—— 

Mr. Morris. He has testified specifically that you were a member of 
the Communist Party. 

Mr. Cote. He made certain statements here about the strike which 
I would like to have a chance to clear the record on, because these 
statements were false in many, many respects. 

Mr. Morris. Well, now, the question is, Mr. Cole: As Mr. Wallace 
testified, were you a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Coir. Well, he testified here, as I read his transcript, that I was; 
and I am going to assert my privilege not to testify against myself. 

I don’t think it is within the province of this committee to ask me 
that question. 

However, I would like to have this opportunity to say that Mr. Wal- 
lace’s statements in regard to the Singer strike and my role in it as 
triggering that strike in order to embarrass the Government and to 
affect national defense is entirely false. That was a trade-union strike, 
pure and simple, and my role was as a negotiator to attempt to settle 
it, and I have documentary proof that that was my role there. 

And it was the Singer Co. which prolonged the strike and which 
attempted to refuse, rather, to answer any of the problems of the 
people during these negotiations. 

Mr. Morris. Were you attending Communist Party meetings that 
formulated plans for that strike ? 

Mr. Corr. Well, you see, that is a loaded question. 

Mr. Morris. No; it’s not loaded. We have had testimony that you 
in fact attended Communist Party meetings at which plans were made 
to cause the strike. 

Mr. Coxe. I say it was only one group which planned the strike, 
and that was the workers in that shop who voted it, the executive board 
which posed the vote to the people. They were the only ones that 
planned that strike. 

Mr. Morris. I submit, Senator, that the question has not been an- 
swered. 

Senator Hrusxa. The chairman agrees that the question has not 
been answered. 

Did you attend Communist Party meetings at which plans were 
made to bring about the Singer Sewing Machine strike ? 

Mr. Cotz. I am going to assert my privilege here. 
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However, I wanted to say that the only ones that planned the strike 
were the workers and the union in that strike, and that this was a result 
of many grievances of these people which had accumulated for years 
and which the record will show from new spapers and from every other 
union record available in the CIO that that was an economic strike and 
it received the support of the entire labor movement. 

I might say that, on the second day of that strike, the company sent 
out Christmas greetings to the workers. I want to repeat that, Sen- 
ator: On the second day of the strike the company on May 2—I have 
the article here, I would like to give it to you—the company sent out 
Christmas greetings saying they would never negotiate the issues in 
this strike ‘and that they w ould be out until C hristmas rather than 
negotiate around the issues of that strike. 

I think it is the Singer Co. that should be indicted for prolonging 
that strike and not honest union officials that tried to settle it. 

I made a statement in New York, which the New York News has— 
and I have it here, again—in which I would have called for arbitration 
of the strike the day before it began, arbitration of the key issue of the 
strike—the incentive problem. 

So that this testimony here that this was some plot to embarrass the 
United States Government and national defense and that the workers 
were perfectly happy with their incentive system is not true, because 
in the middle of the strike, after 14 weeks, the Government conducted 
an election in this strike and all the issues were known and the workers 
voted by almost 2,000 votes to remain out on strike with their bargain- 
ing agent. The vote was 4,000 to 2,400. I know there was testimony 
here that we won by 200 votes. 

I want to make it clear that there was no plot here other than a 
trade-union strike, legitimate grievances of workers which had to be 
rectified. 

Mr. Morris. You will not tell us about what transpired at the 
Communist Party meetings where we have evidence that there was a 
plan drawn up for a str ike? 

Mr. Core. [I am not going to testify in this respect against myself, 
‘wie I say there was no other plans, to my knowledge, other than the 

rade union in regard to the Singer strike, of longstanding griev- 
ances of the people. 

Senator Hruska. Are you familiar with the organization known 
as the Singer Club of the Singer Co. ? 

Mr. Coreg. I will use my privilege not to testify here against my- 
self. 

Senator Hruska. Were you ever a member of the Singer Club of 
the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Cots. The answer is the same, sir. 

Senator Hruska. There was testimony given to this committee 
that you were chairman of that Singer Club and very active in its 
affairs and that it took a part in the “plans of that Singer strike and 
in some of the bases for negotiations of the Singer str ike. 

Were you so active in that Singer Club for those purposes ? 

Mr. Core. I assert my same privilege and I say that the only 
plans that were dise ussed, as far as I know, for the running of that 
strike was in the trade union. 
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Senator Hruska. Well, the Chair would like to observe there 
certainly has been a difference of opinion in this regard. There is 
,0sitive and affirmative testimony the other way and, of course, as 
eae as you assert your fifth-amendment privileges against self- 
incrimination, we are going to observe them and comply with them. 

Mr. Core. Well Senator, isn’t the history of that strike important 
for this committee to learn? Because certain untrue allegations 
were made—the plant was not on defense. 

Senator Hruska. The chairman would like to call the attention of 
the witness to the fact that William Wallace was under oath when 
he testified, and you are under oath. 

Mr. Coxz. I understand that. 

Senator Hruska. There appears to be a conflict of evidence; but 
that doesn’t mean that your evidence, particularly when you won’t 
give us the whole story, that your evidence is necessarily the evi- 
dence that will be accepted by this committee as true. 

Mr. Coxe. I understand that. But I think in regard to the pub- 
lic, you see, So many newspaper headlines were made that we were 
using this strike for a guinea pig and not one person has yet come 
forward about the strike. 

Senator Hruska. We are trying to get the truth. We are asking 
you questions; we give you your opportunity now to disclose what 
you consider the truth so that we can get at the truth. 

Mr. Corz. That is what I am trying to do, under difficult circum- 
stances. 

Senator Hruska. We understand they are difficult, but they are 
difficulties not of our making. 

Mr. Coz. I will say this: That in order to avert the strike, we called 
on the mayor of Elizabeth 2 days prior to the strike and sat in his 
office for 22 hours prior to the strike and the company attorney said— 
and I am quoting what he said at that time—the mayor hit the 
ceiling: 

Mr. Rossmoore. Just a minute, Mr. Cole. 

I am William Rossmoore, 60 Park Place, Newark, N. J., and I am 
counsel for Mr. Cole. 

Senator, I request that the newspapermen either take Mr. Cole’s 
picture before or after he gives his testimony. I don’t think his 
testimony should be interrupted. 

Senator Hruska. Your request will be granted and the photogra- 
phers will act accordingly. ‘They will be given a chance to take their 
pictures after the testimony has been given. 

Mr. Cortx. The company attorney said, “We are going to teach these 
workers a lesson.” Not the union, mind you, but the workers, because 
they said their grievances were frivolous and yet those workers stayed 
out for that length of time in order to try to solve them and voted in 
the middle of the strike to continue it despite all these charges hurled 
at the union that it was, as the company said, a Communist plot to 
embarrass the Government and interfere with national defense, and I 
wonder when I hear that reiteration here, that it is Communist propa- 
ganda, pure and simple, because they refused to meet fact to face with 
the union for 4 months during that strike, and 

Mr. Morris. Excuse me, Mr. Cole. I submit at this time, Senator, 
when the witness is denying, it seems to me when the witness is de- 
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nying that it was Communist propaganda to do a certain thing and 
at the same time refuses to answer questions by claiming his privilege 
under the fifth amendment, that it may well be that he is waiving his 
privilege there, and maybe we can ask him 

Mr. Cote. You missed the point. I said the company stated in their 
letters that was a Communist plot and I say that that was disproven 
by the vote the people took. The people had a chance to determine 
whether they wanted to remain on strike after 14 months on strike, 
and they voted to remain out by 2,000. 

Senator Hruska. The chairman would like to observe that by being 
given what amounts to an expurgated set of facts here by reason of 
your assertion of privilege in certain areas, it is difficult to judge very 
charitably the balance of the testimony which you are giving. 

I understand your situation and your difficulties, but again I want to 
say that those difficulties are not of our making. 

I would like to suggest, Judge Morris, that you ask further ques- 
tions, if you will, and we will try to get responsive answers if we can. 
We have gone far enough along this line. 

Mr. Morris. Did you ever discuss this strike with Martha Stone, 
Communist Party organizer? 

Mr. Coxz. I am going to assert my privilege here. 

Mr. Morris. Senator, we have had testimony from Ernest Charles 
Moyer on March 29, 1955, that the witness here was a member of the 
Communist Party. 

Do you know Ernest Charles Moyer ? 

Mr. Cotz. I knew him, yes. 

Mr. Morris. He testified that you were active in the Communist 
Party around Phillipsburg, N. J. Was that accurate testimony ? 

Mr. Coxx. If I recall his testimony, sir, I don’t think he said that. 
I think he said—he was asked in that hearing whether he knew me 
and he said he did and whether he thought I was a Communist and he 
said yes. He said he hadn’t been at any meetings with me nor had 
he ever discussed the question with me. That was the testimony I 
read, at least. 

Mr. Morris. Senator, so that the testimony itself is in the record, 
Subcommittee Counsel Arens asked, “And is he a person—” —speaking 
of Cole— “who to your certain knowledge was a member of the Com- 
munist Party?” Mr. Moyer said, “Yes, sir.” And Mr. Sourwine, 
counsel, said, “Now, describe Archer Cole.” The answer was, “He is 
5 feet 8, dark complected, weight 140 pounds.” 

“When did you last see him?” 

“About a month ago.” 

“How did you know Archer Cole was a Communist ?” 

“Because Walter Barry told me he was.” 

Were you in fact a Communist ? 

Mr. Cote. I assert my privilege here. 

Mr. Morris. The testimony, Mr. Chairman, of Louis Schumann this 
past week, was that Mr. Cole was a member of the Communist Party 
and he knew you as a member of the Communist Party and worked 
with you. That was his testimony. 

Mr. Cox. I assert my privilege here. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Schumann further testified that after you had been 
served a subpena and after a subpena had been sent out to Mr. Schu- 
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mann but before it was served upon him that you called upon Mr. 
Schumann and asked him if he had in fact gotten a lawyer. 

Was that accurate testimony ? 

Mr. Cotx. I would like to describe the circumstances of that. 

Senator Hruska. You may proceed. 

Mr. Core. Mr. Schumann is my neighbor that lives about a mile 
away. I was served late Saturday afternoon, and I think it was Sun- 
day morning and I went over to his house and told him I had been 
served, and since we had been named just 2 days before, I said I was 
going to Newark the next day to seek counsel and did he need counsel. 
That was the nature of our discussion. He said at that point that 
he didn’t believe he would want it and about 2 minutes later I left. 

Senator Hruska. Is that the full extent of the conversation be- 
tween you two? 

Mr. Cote. In addition to that, he stated that he was going to testify 
freely. I said—I think he asked me about myself. I said, as for my- 
self, I didn’t feel that I would get involved here because of certain 
of the allegations made here. 

Senator Hruska. Now, you are saying, Mr. Cole, that you joined 
local 485 in May 1956. Of what labor local were you a member 
prior to that time? 

Mr. Coxg. I testified I joined IUE May 1956, and before that I 
was a member of United Electrical Radio and Machine Workers of 
America. 

Senator Hrusxa. And in what capacity were you active with them ? 

Mr. Coxe. International representative. 

Senator Hruska. Have you any further questions, Judge Morris? 

Mr. Morris. Yes, Senator, I have. Were you a Communist, Mr. 
Cole, when you were a member of the ACA, American Communica- 
tions Association ¢ 

Mr. Cote. I assert my privileges here. 

Mr. Morris. One more question. May I ask you if you are now a 
Communist, Mr. Cole? 

Mr. Corz. I assert my privilege. 

Mr. Morris. I have no more questions of the witness, Senator. 

Senator Hruska. Very well, the witness is excused. 

Mr. Morris. We will now have Mr. Cameron testify. 

Senator Hruska. Mr. Cameron, will you be seated, please? 

The witness having been already sworn, Judge Morris, you may pro- 
ceed with the questions. 

(The testimony of Mr. Cameron follows :) 


TESTIMONY OF CLIFTON CAMERON, BROOKLYN, N. Y. 


Mr. Morris. Mr. Cameron, will you give your name and address 
to the reporter ? 


Mr. Cameron. I am sorry, I didn’t hear you. 
ar aa Will you give your name and address to the reporter, 
please 
Mr. Cameron. My name is Clifton Cameron. My address is 1110 
Carroll Street—2 r’s and 2 1’s in that—Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Mr. Morris. What is your business or profession ? 


Mr. Cameron. I am the business manager of local 485 of the 
IUE, CIO-A. F. of L. 
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Mr. Morris. Are you represented by counsel today ? 

Mr. Frarenxer. Yes, sir; Osmond K. Fraenkel, 120 Broadway, 
New York. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Cameron, what is local 485 # 

Mr. Cameron. It is a local that is composed of some eighty-odd 
shops in the Brooklyn area, and its office is at 160 Montague Street. 
It is the local whose members appeared before the McClellan com- 
mittee last Friday and has been very active in fighting against gang- 
sterism and corruption. , 

As a matter of fact, we have liberated about 11 racket-ridden shops 
from the racketeers, involving some 500 workers. 

Mr. Morris. How may members are there in your union ? 

Mr. Cameron. Approximately 4,250. 

Mr. Morris. Is Mr. Charles Fay the president of that local? 

Mr. Cameron. Yes, sir; he is. 

Mr. Morris. Now, Mr. Cameron, have you been a member of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Cameron. I am not a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Chairman, I submit that that answer is not re- 
sponsive to the question. 

Senator Hruska. The answer was not responsive. You may ask 
the question again. 

Mr. Morris. Mr. Cameron, have you been a member of the Com- 
munist Party ? 

Mr. Cameron. I assert my privileges against self-incrimination 
under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Morris. Have you attended meetings of the Communist Party 
at any time? 

Mr. Cameron. Judge Morris, I am prepared to answer any and all 
questions about my activities since I have become a member of the 
1UE, Local 485, since May 17, 1956; and I would assert my privileges 
on my activities prior to that time. 

Mr. Morris. Is it your testimony, Mr. Cameron, that you are going 
to say that you were not a member of the Communist Party on May 
18, 1956? 

Mr. Cameron. That is true, sir. 
Mr. Morris. How about May 16, 1956, the day before you joined 
the IUE? 

Mr. Cameron. I would assert my privileges on my activities prior 
to May 17, 1956. 

Mr. Morris. Now, what happened vis-a-vis you and the Communist 
Party on May 16, 1956? 

Mr. Cameron. I didn’t understand the question. 

Mr. Morris. What happened between you and the Communist Party 
in 1956 to cause you to answer the two questions as you have just 
answered them ? 

Mr. Cameron. I assert my privilege under the fifth amendment on 
that question. 

Mr. Morris. The reason, Senator, I ask that question is that very 
often, in order to decide the precise nature of the Communist Party, 
we have to know the circumstances surrounding a person’s defection 
from the Communist Party, if there is a defection. 

Speaking purely hypothetically, I don’t want to be unfair, Counsel, 
but very often we have a situation where for certain tactical reasons 





4562 SCOPE OF SOVIET ACTIVITY IN THE UNITED STATES 


a person can effect a resignation from the Communist Party, and in 
order to really determine whether or not these defections are genuine, 
we feel we should know the circumstances surrounding the departure. 

Mr. Schumann was very direct and candid when he told us about his 
defection from the party, and we were able to form our own judgment 
on that. 

That is why it is important that we know, Mr. Cameron and counsel, 
of the circumstances of a person’s defection from the Communist 
Party if there has been a defection. 

Mr. FraENKEL. May I be allowed to say something? 

Senator Hruska. Surely. 

Mr. Frarnxet. Where a witness admits prior membership in the 
party, claims that he severed it; it is, of course, appropriate to find 
out the circumstances under which he severed, to test his good faith 
in his contentions and so on. 

[ just had an interesting case that has been all the way up to the 
court of appeals in New York, of a college teacher being reinstated 
because the court found he had severed in good faith. 

But where a witness asserts privilege under self-incrimination with 
respect to Communist Party membership at some time, he cannot an- 
swer the question which has just been put because that would be a 
denial of his claim of privilege by constituting admission that he was 
at one time a member of the Communist Party. 

Therefore, it seems to me that the statement by the witness that he 
claimed his privilege is perfectly logical and is the only answer which 
he can make in view of the position which he has previously taken. 

Mr. Morris. Senator, may I get back to the question that I think 
caused Mr. Cameron to answer and counsel to intervene? 

The question was, Have you attended in the past meetings of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Cameron. I assert my privilege under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Morris. Have you attended Communist Party meetings with 
Charles Fay, the president of local 485% 

Mr. Cameron. I assert my privilege under the fifth amendment, 
sir. 
Mr. Morris. Now, the Daily Worker of June 2, 1935, page 8, lists 
you as a speaker at a forum sponsored in New York by the New York 
Peace Council of the American Peace Crusade, which is an organiza- 
tion that has been recently declared to be a subversive organization by 
the Subversive Activities Control Board. ; 

Did you in fact speak at this New York rally of the American Peace 
Crusade, on presumably June 2, 1935 ? 

Mr. Cameron. I assert my privilege and decline to answer—my 
privileges under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Morris. Now, the Daily Worker of January 3, 1952, page 6, 
lists you as a speaker at a labor symposium on “We Charge Genocide,” 
sponsored by the trade union committee. 

Did you in fact speak at that labor meeting described in the Daily 
Worker ? 

Mr. Cameron. My answer is the same, sir. 

Mr. Morris. The Daily Worker of January 15, 1952, reported that 
you participated in a freedom of the press rally. 
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Mr. Mandel, will you explain what the freedom of the press rally is ? 

Mr. Manner. That name was given to rallies for the support of the 
Daily Worker, the Communist paper. 

Mr. Cameron. I decline to answer. 

Mr. Morris. Have you contributed articles to the March of Labor? 

Mr. Cameron. I decline to answer that question, sir, for the same 
reason. 

Mr. Morris. Have you participated in a meeting of the Brooklyn 
Citizens Committee Against the Mundt Bill? 

Mr. Cameron. I decline to answer that question for the same reason, 
sir. 

Mr. Morris. Have you been a speaker at the rallies under the auspices 
of the American Labor Party in the 1950's? 

Mr. Camzron. I decline to answer that question for the same reason, 
sir. 

Mr. Morris. Do you know Martha Stone? 

Mr. Cameron. I decline to answer that question for the same reason. 

Senator Hruska. Mr. cnet, with what labor organization were 
you affiliated prior to May 17, 1956? 

Mr. Cameron. Local 475 of the United Electrical Workers, Inde- 
pendent. 

Senator Hruska. And in what capacity were you engaged by them ? 

Mr. Cameron. Business manager. 

Senator Hruska. And for how Jong? 

Mr. Cameron. Since from about the middle of 1946, June or July 
of 1946. 

Senator Hruska. When did you first become active in the trade 
union movement and where 4 

Mr. Cameron. In Bayonne, N. J., I first became active in the same 
union, the United Electrical Workers. I think the local number was 
139, but I am not sure of that now. It later became 427. 

Senator Hruska. To your knowledge, are any of the members of 
local 485 members of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Cameron. I have seen no evidence, none has been called to my 
attention, of any Communist activity in the local and therefore | 
must assume there are no Communists in the local. 

Senator Hruska. To your knowledge are there any members of 
local 485 who are Communist Party members ¢ 

Mr. Cameron. I don’t have any knowledge of it. 

Senator Hruska. To your knowledge were any members of the local 
of the UEW with which you were active prior to 1956, members of 
the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Cameron. I assert my privilege under the fifth amendment on 
that, Senator. 

Senator Hruska. To your knowledge have any of the members of 
local 485 attended Communist meetings and otherwise evidenced an 
interest in the activities of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Cameron. As members of local 485, I have no knowledge of it. 

Senator Hruska. I will ask that same question with reference to the 
members of the UE local with which you were affiliated and active in 
at one time. 

Mr. Cameron. I assert my privilege under the fifth amendment, 
Senator. 
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Senator Hruska. Mr. Morris, have you any further questions ? 

Mr. Morris. No. 

Mr. Cameron. Judge Morris, could I have a chance to say some- 
thing—I’m sorry—Senator ¢ 

Senator Hruska. Concerning what ? 

Mr. Cameron. You talked about some of my activities in local 485. 
I don’t want to make a long statement; I just have a couple things 1 
want to say that I have been doing. 

Senator Hruska. Very well. 

Mr. Cameron. Because I am very proud of the record our local has 
built up. 

We sui one of the first locals to wade into the racketeers in New 
York. At one time I was very badly beaten in a fight in the Bronx. 
The New York Post carried stories of it, and it was in two shops in 
our local that Johnny Dio, who I understand is going to appear before 
the McClellan committee today, came to a head-on collision and he 
couldn’t break us there. 

I was under subpena as a State’s witness and testified before the 
grand jury. Our local has been extremely active in community 
activities. 

I personally was given an award from the Urban League and we 
have been given an award by the NAACP for our activities. 

We have been commended by the Association of the Catholic Trade 
Unionists for our activities. 

As a matter of fact, we have cooperated with them when they 
testified before the McClellan committee. 

I thought it was important to put some of these things on the 
record as positive evidence of our activities to try to meet the obliga- 
tions of our union, the IUE, which I regard as a very fine union, and 
our obligations to adhere scrupulously to its constitution and program 
and policy. 

Senator Hruska. And in connection with fighting these rackets 
within your union, have you made affirmative efforts to search them 
out and track them down in their activities? 

Mr. Cameron. Yes, sir; yes, sir. As a matter of fact, if I might 
for just a moment here—Senator, this is the record of Friday’s hearing, 
a portion of it, before the McClellan committee. 

Por example—I will have to put my glasses on, I don’t see too 
good—lI just wanted to say, for example, in a shop called Century 
Enterprises in the Bronx, which was a local of the Allied Industrial 
Workers, which was reputed to be a local of the Allied Industrial 
Workers, we want after that shop and the workers were referred to us, 
as testified to at the McClellan committee, by the Association of 
Catholic Trade Unionists; and in the election that was finally held 
under the auspices of the National Labor Relations Board, our local 
got 106 votes, there was 1 vote for no union, and the Allied Industrial 
Workers got no votes. 

Senator Hruska. Why did you become interested in this racket 
business within the union? 

Mr. Cameron. I am sure, Senator, that any employer whom we 
have relations with can be prepared to testify that we are very hard 
bargainers but scrupulously honest. 
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Senator Hruska. What occasioned your inquiry into the rackets? 
Mr. Cameron. I will tell you what occasioned- 
Senator Hruska. Was some evidence of racketeering brought to 


vour attention ? 


Mr. Cameron. I will tell you what occasioned us into that. In this 
King’s Electroplating, the shop where the employer was supposed to 
have paid $10,000 to. Dio, it was our shop and he was trying to get 
rid of us. We struck the shop to fight off the racketeers. 

And then another occasion, where the employer wanted to make 
another move in the shop in the Bronx, and we struck that shop in 
order to protect our contract and the bargaining rights for our workers. 
That was the shop where I got beaten up pretty badly. I had my 
head cut open and one eye c losed up; one of my associ: ites got a number 
of ribs broken. 

Our local has a great majority of Spanish-speaking workers, and as 
you know, many of these Spanish-speaking workers were under mem- 
bers in these rackets and they have come to us and asked us to help 
out our friends, their relatives and friends in these places. 

It has been a eri ae of these things that make us do this. We 
have had, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 shops involving over 500 workers where 
we have taken on réthebore in the past few “months and these are all 
the press releases for them. 

Senator Hruska. Well, now, it is assumed, from your testimony 
here, that you felt that the activities which you descr ibe were harmful 
to your union and to trade unionism as such, and therefore you pro- 
ceeded to deal with them and expose them the best way you knew how. 

Have you made similar effort into inquiries of C ommunists or sub 
versives In any way who might be active in the same direction with the 
same goals in mind of inflicting harm upon your union and using it 
for purposes which are ulterior or unpatriotic or dishonest 

Have you made any similar inquiry or check into those things? 

Mr. Cameron. In my local, Senator, I know of no such activities. 

Senator Hruska. Have you made inquiry as to any activities of 
that kind or any alliances or any memberships of that nature of any 
of the members of your union who might be so minded ? 

Mr. Cameron. It is understood in our union local that we must 
adhere and are adhering willinging, vigorously, to the constitution of 
the IUE, which has an anti-Communist clause in it. 

Senator Hruska. We understand that; and yet the number is legion 
of trade unions in which there have been Communists and whose con- 
stitutional language is just as glorious as yours in phraseology. The 
Communists glory in the constitution whenever it is to their advan- 

tage to do so—even if it is the Federal Constitution. 

That is still not an answer, and I would like to know. Have you 
made an affirmative and vigorous inquiry into subversion and com- 
munism within your union as you have with racketeers and hoodlums ? 

Mr. Cameron. The point I want to make clear, Senator, is there 
were no racketeers in our union. It was things that were brought to 
us, and there has been nothing brought to my attention of any sub- 
versive activity. 

Senator Hruska. There has been testimony before this committee 
that certain of the members in local 485 have been, in the past, active 

in the Communist Party; that they have been members of the Com- 
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munist Party; and that has surely come to your attention, has it not, 
Mr. Witness, through the press and through the testimony given be- 
fore this committee / 

Mr. Cameron. Some of the testimony has come to my attention that 
has been given to the committee. 

Senator Hruska. Have you concerned yourself with it at all? Have 
you made any inquiry about it? Have you made any similar effort 
in that line as you have with these rackets which have threatened 
your union, or don’t you consider it that important ? 

Mr. Cameron. I consider being patriotic in fighting against sub 
version as important as anything else. 

Senator Hruska. But not to the extent of making a search or in- 
quiry into it, although these have been called to your attention ; is that 
what you want to tell the committee ? 

Mr. Cameron. No, sir, Senator. To my knowledge, in our local 
union, there’s been absolutely no evidence of that brought to our at- 
tention, my attention. 

Senator Hruska. What about these persons to whom your atten- 
tion has been directed because of testimony before this committee / 
The testimony of William Wallace, for example. Did that concern 
you; did that bother you any? Did you consider that your patriotism 
stopped at the time that William Wallace and others have disclosed 
that these people who were once active in the Communist Party are 
now members of local 485 ? 

Mr. Cameron. I must say that in local 485, to my knowledge, there 
is no evidence of any kind of activity such as you refer to here. 

Senator Hruska. Is there any member of local 485 who is presently 
a member or who was active in the Communist Party in recent years, 
to your knowledge ? 

Mr. Cameron. I must assert my privilege on that. 

Senator Hruska. What about the last witness who testified in this 
committee room just prior to you and during which time you were 
present here? What about Archer Cole / 

Mr. Cameron. During the period that Archer Cole has been a 
member of our local, he has adhered to its constitution and carried 
out its policy and program, which is consistent with that of our inter- 
national union in every iota, so far as I know. 

Senator Hruska. Did you know he had been active in the Com- 
munist Party in some of his affairs and some of its doings ? 

Mr. Cameron. I must assert my privilege on that question, Senator. 

Senator Hruska. Did you make inquiry of him since that time 
and since he joined the local 485 in May 1956 as to whether or not 
he has discontinued his activity in the Communist Party and dis- 
affiliated himself with it? 

Mr. Cameron. In connection with that, my job, Senator, is to see 
that the members of the organization’s staff of our union carry out 
the program and policy of the union. That is my job, and Archer 
Cole is so doing and he is bound by the constitution to carry this 
program and police’ y out. 

Senator Hruska. The chairman is aware that you are, apparently, 
trying to doa good job. But I don’t like the inference, Mr. Witness, 
that you are trying to do a good job with reference to hoodlums and 
racketeers that might be threatening your union and yet you shut 
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your eyes so completely and are indifferent to other threats = 
face you and your country and, apparently, do nothing about it, and, 
if you pe done something about it, what is it you have done’ 

Mr. Cameron. Let me say one of the very best guaranties, L believe, 
in any ae al union that no organization or no group will influence 
is to have the membership run the union, and, as a matter of fact, 
we have established a pelicy in our local union which, I think, is 
one that is really dedicated to the guaranty that the membership 
participates in the union. We have established a rule that each shop 
must meet each month; each shop must meet each sheath o there 
is an opportunity for the worker to make the decisions. 

Our contracts are required to be accepted only by vote by the 
membership. Our strikes can only be called by votes of the mem 
bership. So, there is no chance for anybody to exert any influence 
over the membership other than the members themselves. 

Senator Hruska. I think that is commendable; it is laudable; it 
is very fine. But have you made any elfort to inquire as to the 
present affiliations of local 485 members with the Communist Party 
in instances where they have been known to be active in ¢ alanis 
Party affairs prior to their becoming members of the local 485 ¢ 

Mr. Cameron. I will say again, Senator, that, to my knowledge, 
there is no activity of such kind in the local and ‘ 

Senator Hruska. I am not talking about activity. I am talking 
about people who were at one time active in the Communist Party 
and who are now members of local 485. 

Mr. Cameron. Do I know any such people ? 

Senator Hruska. Do you know any present members of local 485 
who in the past have been active in the Communist Party / 

Mr. Cameron. I must assert my privilege on that question, Senator. 

Senator Hrusxa. That is very reves aling to the chairman, and I am 
sure the record will speak for itself as to others. 

Now, Mr. Witness, Fred Gardner, who has stated 

Mr. Morris. Pardon me, Senator. 

Mr. Cameron, do you know Fred Gardner? 

Mr. Cameron. I am not sure whether I do or not. I think he was 
an international representative of the UE, but I am not sure. 

Senator Hruska. Now, Mr. Witness, Fred Gardner said that you 
were business agent of the old local 75 in the UE and that you were 
a very dedicated member of the Communist Party and often on top 
policymaking groups. What comment would you have on that state- 
ment by Fred Gardner ? 

Mr. Cameron. I would decline to answer, sir. 

Senator Hruska. Are you aware that Archer Cole at one time was 
active in the affairs of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Cameron. I decline to answer that question, based on my priv- 
ileges of self incrimination of the fifth amendment. 

Senator Hruska. The Chair would just like to observe that it is 
very fine for witnesses to come before this committee and parade 
their virtues of fighting some vice or other and danger to their coun- 
try and then show by their refusal to answer pertinent questions that 
they are completely indifferent to the existence of another clear and 

present danger with which they don’t concern themselves whatso- 
ever. 
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Have you other questions, Mr. Morris? 

Mr. \ — I would suggest one way, which you started, Senator, 
for Mr. Cameron to have ascertained whether there were any Com- 
munists stil in 485 was to ask a man like Archer Cole, who, accord- 
ing to three witnesses, at least, who have testified, was in the party. 

Senator Hruska. The witness has already made clear he has no 
interest and has not interested himself in the slightest with that type 
of danger. He is apparently selective in his choosing danger, and 
he has made clear that he has not bothered about asking anybody, 
regardless of his background. 

Unless the witness has something to comment upon, I don’t know 
that there is any further progress we can make in that direction. 

Mr. Morris. I think the record should show, Senator, that we asked 
the witness to testify back in May or June, several months ago, did 
we not? 

Mr. Cameron. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Morris. And the subcommittee has given you several adjourn- 
ments for various reasons, some at your request and some at the request 
of outside forces and some at the request of your attorney. You have 
had three adjournments. 

Mr. Cameron. I think the record will show I have only two. I first 
got the subpena and called you and told you I didn’t have an attorney, 
and you gave me an adjournment, and I engaged Mr. Fraenkel as my 
attorney. 

The second subpena was the same day or period of time that I had 
a subpena also from the district attorney as a State’s witness in the 
Dio trial. 

Mr. Morris. That is the second adjournment. 

Mr. Cameron. That is all I have had. 

Mr. Morris. I think we have one more. 

Mr. Cameron. They were both simultaneous. Mr. Fraenkel was 
on vacation. 

Mr. Frarnxet. Mr. Cameron is right. The occasion when he, 
through the district attorney, obtained an enemas was the same 
occasion that I asked for an adjournment for Mr. Fay because I was 
away in Vermont. 

Mr. Morris. I want the record to show, Senator, that we have been 
very patient in asking these TUE local officials to testify. Mr. Cole, 
I think, has been subpenaed for—how long, about 3 weeks? 

Mr. Cotz. No, sir. 

Mr. Morris. How long? 

Mr. Core. Exactly 10 days; and we had 1 postponement, exactly 
1 postponement. 

Mr. Frarnxen. No one has complained to me that it was incon- 
siderate. 

Mr. Cameron. I want the record to show that I went to the State’s 
district attorney because I couldn’t be in both places at the same time. 
I suggested he ought to talk to you. 

Senator Hruska. That was one of the occasions for postponement. 

Mr. Cameron. Yes. That was when I first called. 

Mr. Morris. I have nothing further, Senator. 

We have more subpenas here. It has been suggested to us that we 
allow some of the local officials of this TUE a little time to talk to the 
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international officers in the hope that they may be more responsive 
to questions. 

We had a hearing scheduled for next Tuesday, and I have taken the 
liberty to extend that further along, just in the hope that their answers 
might be more productive. 

Senator Hruska. And not have the hearing on Tuesday ? 

Mr. Morris. We have scheduled a hearing on the Singer strike for 
that day and given the witnesses who would have appeared that day 
additional time. 

Senator Hruska. Very well. If there is nothing further, the com- 
mittee is in adjournment. 

(Whereupon, at 11: 03 a. m., the hearing was adjourned.) 
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